[Acute colonic pseudo-obstruction (Ogilvie's syndrome) in pneumococcal meningo-encephalitis treated with neostigmine].
We report the case of a 71-year-old man with acute colonic pseudo-obstruction that complicates a pneumococcal meningo-encephalitis. After 48 h of conservative management with nothing by mouth, nasogastric suction, fluid and electrolyte correction, withdrawal of any anticholinergic agents, a pharmacological approach with 2 mg of neostigmine was successful in intensive care unit. This treatment was effective in over 80% of patients of recent reports. Neostigmine might be considered as first-line therapy in patients who do not have major contraindications to its use, because of less frequent iatrogenic risk than colonoscopic decompression or surgery.